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The Childhood League Center was founded by a group of 
remarkable, forward-thinking women in 1945. This marks 80 years 
since we began our commitment to helping children in need. In 
spite of the many challenges The Center and organizations like 
ours continue to face, our children and families are thriving.

In the 2024-2025 school year, we opened a new classroom in our 
preschool. That allowed us to serve even more children from 
our community. At the same time, we answered an urgent call 
from Franklin County to increase the number of children with 
developmental delays we serve. Through some creative problem-
solving, we were able to do that without adding any new staff. In 
practice, that new classroom and the increase in the number of 

Dear Friends,
children we serve through our Early Intervention Program means 
dozens more children are receiving our life-changing services 
every year.

As we prepare for a new school year, we’d like to celebrate some 
of the wins and milestones from this past year. We’re so excited 
to have had 29 of our students graduate from The Center’s 
preschool in May. Some of them started with The Center before 
they turned one. Breakthroughs our graduates achieved with us 
included first steps, first words, overcoming sensory challenges, 
and beginning rich social lives. They made lifelong friends and built 
the skills that will be their foundations moving forward. Every one 
of them is ready to tackle whatever comes next in life and in their 
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Ginger Young
CEO, The Childhood League Center 

educations.

Another one of our big successes came at Battle Columbus. The 
Childhood League did a creative re-imagining of our long-running 
Merry Go Round fundraiser, turning it into a battle of the bands 
in 2024. They went bigger and better for 2025, selling more 
tickets and raising more money while putting a spotlight on one 
of our former graduates, who brought down the house with 
his renditions of two hit songs. We are so excited to see Battle 
Columbus grow and flourish in the years to come.  
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Early Intervention (0-3 years old)  
A team of highly-trained specialists support one provider working directly with a family in their home to 
confidently promote their child’s development. Those providers include Physical Therapists, Occupational 
Therapists, Speech-Language Therapists, and Developmental Specialists. The aim is to meet the goals established 
by the family and to help them become lifelong advocates for their child.

Preschool (3-5 years old)
Children with and without special needs learn in a fully-inclusive environment that is play-based and focused 
on social-emotional growth and developmental milestones. In our preschool, we work to leverage a child’s 
strengths to meet personalized goals and to foster curiosity and confidence as lifelong learners while 
supporting families as advocates.

PLAY Project 
A parent-implemented autism intervention for young children that is intensive and evidence-based. It is based on 
relationships and can improve social interaction, communication and functional development. It empowers families 
to build their own skills to support their child’s development, increasing the bond and affect between the child and 
parent in the process.

Our Programs
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Our Financials
2024 – 2025 PROGRAM REVENUE // Total Revenue [unaudited]: $2,672,999
[July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025]
Since 1945, The Childhood League, Inc. has strategically planned a diverse funding base to help ensure program excellence.

	
52%	Government Funding*
	14%	 Individual Contributions
14% 	Investment Contributions
	7%	 Grants, Foundations and Corporate Contributions 
	5%	 Battle Columbus (formerly Merry Go Round)
	8%	 Other**

* Franklin County Board of Developmental Disabilities, Government Funds & Grants, and 
State ECE/City ESC Grants

** Includes but is not limited to League membership dues and nutrition program 
funding

	52%	

	14%	 5%		 7%

14%	

8%	
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2024 – 2025 PROGRAM EXPENSES // Total Expenses [unaudited]: $2,702,793 
[July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025]

86%	

86% Educational Programming and Therapeutic Services 	
14%	 Administrative, Fundraising and Battle Columbus
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7



From the moment a child is born with a suspected 
developmental delay, The Center is there for them. 
Our highly-trained early intervention specialists work 
directly with families in their homes to confidently 
promote their child’s development, no matter what 
challenges the child faces. When that child turns 
three, they are able to attend The Center’s preschool, 
where those interventions continue in tandem 
with a best-in-class early childhood education. This 
continuum of care from birth through five years old 
is critical for children like Simone to achieve their 
best possible outcomes.

An extremely rare disorder caused Simone to 
experience global delays, seizures, and the need for 
multiple surgeries in her early months. Her parents 
were scared and unsure where to turn. They were 

Simone’s Story

Our Impact on Families
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connected with The Center’s Early Intervention 
program when Simone was just six months old. Our 
specialists came to their home regularly to work 
with the whole family on ways to improve Simone’s 
strength, mobility, and fine motor skills. When she 
turned three, she started attending The Center’s 
preschool. From her first day, the staff did whatever 
it took to make sure she was able to fully participate 
in every activity with her peers. In her time at The 
Center, Simone learned to use a gaze board to 
communicate with her eyes, improved her strength 
enough to sit up on her own, and even experienced 
the feeling of walking thanks to a treadmill with a 
harness. Now a Center graduate, Simone is ready for 
the next steps in her education.
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“We did it!”

When Dexter said those unexpected words, the reaction 
from his teachers and classmates was emotional. It was the 
first phrase he’d ever spoken aloud in class, and it was the 
culmination of years of dedication, expertise, connection, 
and love. 

Before the breakthroughs, there were concerns. Dexter’s 
parents noticed that he wasn’t hitting his milestones and 
that he was regressing in certain areas. The developmental 
specialist from The Center’s Early Intervention team came 
to Dexter’s home and began working with him on everything 
from communication to using utensils. Dexter and his family 
became part of The Center’s family.
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Dexter’s Story



Dexter was later diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
His parents visited The Center’s preschool to see if it was 
a good fit. They were floored by the environment. The 
Center’s staff used their expertise to help Dexter thrive. 
They identified and provided the sensory input to help 
Dexter regulate himself, and his parents followed suit at 
home. Dexter is now able to effectively regulate his body and 
his emotions. He used to mostly stay to himself, but now 
he plays with intention with his friends and participates in 
group activities. Communicating was once a struggle, but 
he’s mastered the communication program on his tablet and 
achieved a breakthrough in speech. As a Center graduate, 
Dexter has a truly LIMITLESS future.
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In Their Own Words
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“Thank you so much for helping out our son over 10 years ago. 
I will never forget! He is now in 7th grade, reads at a COLLEGE 
level, excels academically and in sports! I cannot thank you 
enough for giving him all that he needed in those early years!” 
-Former Center parent

“The Center has been an absolute blessing. It turned worry into hope.”
-Mother of a recent Center graduate

“She’s appreciated for her differences. She’s loved for the ways that 
she is different. She has a love for life and she’s been able to fully 
explore that while she’s been there.” 
-Mother of a recent Center graduate

“Without The Center, they wouldn’t be where they are educationally, socially, 
or emotionally.” 
- Parents of two recent Center graduates
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Our Kids



Annual Funders
Abbey Cleland, LLC
American Electric Power Foundation
Aparavi
Assisting Board VII
Assisting Board VIII
Assisting Board IX
Assisting Board X
Assisting Board XI
Baird Foundation
Benua Foundation Designated Fund
Better Life Foundation
Burns & McDonnell
Cardinal Health
Chipotle
City of Columbus
Community Shares of Mid Ohio
Disability/Opportunity Fund
Edwards Companies
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC
Fishel Foundation
Frazier Financial Advisors
Fulton Family Trust

GAD Insurance
GBQ Partners, LLC
Henry E. Coyle Fund
HobNob Pizza
Home Helpers Home Care of Columbus
Howard Ross and Mary Shannon Mitchell Fund of 
        The Columbus Foundation
Huntington Bank
IGS Energy
Ingram-White Castle Foundation
Ivim Services LLC
J.V.K. Fund of The Columbus Foundation
JP Morgan Chase Matching Gift Campaign
Kroger Company
Little Ones Pediatric Dentistry
Mid-American Cleaning Contractors, Inc.
Nationwide
Nationwide Foundation
Patti Harrison Snyder and Jimmy Harrison 
        Memorial Fund at the Columbus Foundation
PAWS Veterinary Urgent Care
Prevent Blindness Ohio
Revel IT on behalf of TechLife Columbus

Robert W. Baird and Co.
ROI Realty Services, Inc.
Russell M. Morgan Associates
SimpleNest LLC
Skylight Foundation
Tego
The Columbus Foundation
The Harry C. Moores Foundation
The Heffner Fund
The Leo Yassenoff Foundation Fund
The Mercator Club
The Raines Group
Tri-W Group, Inc.
United Way of Central Ohio
VanTrust Real Estate, LLC
Watkins-Woods Family Foundation
Wendy’s Community Giving Program
Winkel, Green & Company LLP
Woeber Mustard Company

Corporate and Foundation Support
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2025 Battle Columbus Sponsors
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Platinum Record Sponsor

Gold Record Sponsor Silver Record Sponsors

Roadie Sponsor

Epic Exposure Sponsors

Rock Star Sponsors

In Motion Sponsor
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The Childhood League Center could not change lives without you. The breakthroughs our kids make and the milestones 
they meet are only possible because of the incredible people and organizations who advocate for and partner with us. 
That includes our donors, The League, our Assisting Boards, the Board of Directors, parents & families, staff, community 

volunteers, our partners at local corporations and foundations, and our legislative advocates at the city, county and state 
levels. Thank you for everything you do to help transform challenging starts into unstoppable futures for children in our 
community. You launch LIMITLESS lives every day. You are so appreciated by the Center’s staff and the families we serve.

Thank You

674 Cleveland Avenue, Columbus, OH 43215      Phone: (614) 253-6933       Email: info@childhoodleague.org


